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ARCHAEOASTRONOMY

Thom was professor of Science and
Engineering at Oxford from 19461961.
Megalithic remains became an intenest g
the early 630s; i nikt
later declinations from stones and other
possiblebacksightsHe produced evidence
that a 16 month solar calendar existed and
that the small variation in lunar declinations ST

at the O6standstil | SA‘PexéhGéerHbﬁ‘len
This last would have enabled eclipse 1894-1985
predictions.
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W
<€ Several degrees >

An horizon region indicated by a backsight with a typical
precision of about £ 2°,  (Foresights are discussed later.)
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The major standstill
north region
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The Lunar Band — (For the Major Standstill North)
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The Lunar Band
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The Eight Lunar Bands

Four Major Standstill, Four Minor Standstill
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Histogram of Observed Declinations

Thom, Megalithic Sites in Britain, Fig. 8.1 (with permission of O.U.P.)
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Provisional foresight
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Ballymeanach Indicated foresight region

i " Indicated skyline
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Indicated region
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