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ARCHAEOASTRONOMY 

Alexander Thom 

     1894 -1985 

Thom was professor of Science and 

Engineering at Oxford from 1946 – 1961. 

Megalithic remains became an interest in  

the early ’30s; initially stone ‘circles’ but  

later declinations from stones and other 

possible backsights. He produced evidence 

that  a 16 month solar calendar existed and  

that the small variation in lunar declinations 

at the ‘standstills’ had been observed. 

This last would have enabled eclipse  

predictions. 
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The Lunar Band 



The Eight Lunar Bands  

Four Major Standstill, Four Minor Standstill 























Ballymeanach    Indicated foresight region 
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Ruggles has written that in hilly country from an arbitrary point:- 

“ …the chances are that we could find at least one or two horizon  

features interpretable as lunar foresights.” 

Chance alignments  

This possibility was checked in the field:- 

  

From 10 identifiable places with  suitably hilly skylines, usually  

at a stone, a search for chance alignments was made. 

   In total some 1500 degrees of hilly horizon was searched. This  

contained 30 lunar bands. Three chance alignments were found;  

two minor alignments and one major alignment. 

Thus in this study 1 in 10 chance alignments were found 

which cannot explain the results found. 



The 7 precise alignments at the Lunar Standstill North  



The 4 precise alignments at the Lunar Standstill South  









Apparent Lunar Alignments  

      for the ‘no Wobble’ Moon 
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Evidence for a prehistoric  Solar Calendar 

 i.e. Calendrical alignments 





Stone K15, Knowth, Ireland 









Gruline      Island of Mull 





Thank You 





   Minor Standstill,  

High Park, Kintyre 
















